Few questions are more frequently put to the practitioner than those pertaining to dental caries, and it is to be regretted that but a fractional portion of those, in the department devoted to the practice of dental surgery, are able to give satisfactory answers. This is caused partly from the conflicting theories of Hunter, Fox, Bell, and other contemporaneous writers, or from ignorance ; this latter reason, however greatly to be deplored, is much the case amongst the dentists of this and other countries.
[Jan 't, enamel 
42.18
Phosphate of lime, .
. .
53.84
Carbonate of lime, . .
.
3.98
Thus showing that enamel is almost entirely destitute of organic matter. The cortical has even more organic matter than the dentine. It may thus he seen that writers on dental caries have every reason to suppose that disease may be similar in its origin to caries in the hones, seeing that in some kinds of dental caries the result appears to be much the same.
But any one in the habit of examining diseased teeth, may observe that the alkaline portions are always abstracted, whereas, in true caries, it is the organized matter which is lost; and although there may be exception to this regulation, yet, in most cases of caries, the process ha^ been the result of inflammation causing suppuration.
The result of experience tends to show that dental caries is produced by mechanical causes Having thus given a slight account of the different acids evolved in the saliva and gastric juice when in a morbid state, and having also asserted that decay of the teeth usually, if not always, is found as the result, it may safely be inferred that the saliva so constituted is a most active agent in their destruction. First it is found that, from a delicate gestation, diseased pulps are exhibited, consequently irregular action in the deposition of the bone and enamel; and, as much delicacy and irritation is usually in such ca^es evinced after birth, causing a morbid state of the secretions, thus laying the foundation of decay, and interfering with the proper development of the teeth, yet this may be so far arrested by the adoption of peculiar treatment and diet. Although decay of the first teeth may not be very evident till near the time of changing, and not much taken into account, yet the action of the different secretions is even more powerful in them than in the permanent teeth ; and minute investigation of the molars, the first of which in the second set appear above the gum about the seventh year, will distinctly show the irregularities of the deposition of the enamel before described ; and the slightest attack to [Glasgow Med. Jour. vol. x.?6 
